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Shapiro to step down after decade of service
MAY 25, 2022
After leading the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine for 10
years, Dean Joseph I. Shapiro has announced he will step down
from his position June 30 and will assume a tenured faculty
position at the school.
“I have been honored to direct the Joan C. Edwards School of
Medicine this past decade, and I am very proud of what we have
accomplished during that time,” Shapiro said. “However, 10 years
is a long time to lead a medical school. After deep personal
reflection and discussions with [Marshall University] President Smith, we have agreed that the
school of medicine would benefit from a change in leadership at the end of this academic year,
allowing me to focus my energies on research, teaching and clinical practice.”
Shapiro was appointed dean in March 2012, shortly after the Liaison Committee on Medical
Education had placed the school of medicine on probation. He is credited with tirelessly leading
the school’s efforts to regain accreditation, and the probation was lifted in October 2013.
The school continued to grow and prosper under his leadership. Grant awards have more than
tripled, new academic programs were started, including a master’s degree in clinical and
translational science, a physician assistant program and a seven-year accelerated B.S. to M.D.
program; residency and fellowship training programs have more than doubled; and the
online Marshall Journal of Medicine was launched.
Shortly after arriving, Shapiro formed a Division of Addiction Sciences focused on the care,
treatment and research of substance use disorder, and in 2018, a residential treatment facility,
Project Hope for Women & Children, and a treatment hub, the Provider Response Organization
for Addiction Care & Treatment (PROACT), opened.
Shapiro also is known for his commitment to reducing medical student loan debt. In 2015, he
established a scholarship for the university’s medical school students in honor of his wife Mary
Ryan Shapiro.

Marshall University President Brad D. Smith saluted Shapiro for his accomplishments and work
on behalf of the medical school.
Smith said, “Joe is a dear friend and cherished colleague. I remain eternally grateful for the
magnitude of contributions he has made to our institution and the science he has led over these
many years, and I wish him the best as he looks toward his next chapter.”
Smith said a national search will be conducted to find Shapiro’s successor. Smith has appointed
Dr. Bobby L. Miller, the school’s vice dean of medical education, to serve as interim dean,
effective July 1.
A nephrologist for more than 40 years, Shapiro has received numerous awards for his
scholarship, teaching, research and institutional citizenship, including induction into Alpha
Omega Alpha, Fellowship and Mastership in the American College of Physicians, American
Society of Nephrology and the American Heart Association, and the Arnold P. Gold Humanism
in Medicine Award. In 2019, he was honored by Mastership in the American College of
Physicians, an honor bestowed on fewer than one percent of the members of the organization of
internal medicine physicians.
He maintains board certification in both internal medicine and nephrology and is perennially
listed on the various “top doctors” lists, including Castle Connelly. During his career, Shapiro
has received more than $50 million dollars in research funding and has authored more than 300
scientific articles and book chapters. He also has been active as an entrepreneur, holding 16
patents on medical inventions and starting several companies based on scientific discoveries.
He previously served as associate dean for business development and chair of the department of
medicine at the University of Toledo College of Medicine in Toledo, Ohio, and prior to joining
the faculty at Toledo, taught at the University of Colorado.
A native of Newark, New Jersey, Shapiro received his medical degree from the University of
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey in 1980. He earned his bachelor of arts degree in
mathematics from the University of Pennsylvania. After completing a medical residency in
internal medicine at Georgetown University, he trained as a fellow in renal diseases at the
University of Colorado.

Stroud appointed Marshall University general counsel
MAY 25, 2022
Toney Stroud, an accomplished attorney with more than 24 years
of experience in complex compliance and regulatory issues, has
been appointed general counsel for Marshall University
following a national search.
In his role, Stroud will serve as the university’s chief legal
officer, advising senior administrators, faculty and staff
members, and the institution’s Board of Governors on a wide
range of legal and strategic matters. He will report directly
to President Brad D. Smith and serve as a member of the
President’s Cabinet. The appointment is effective June 20.
“Toney’s deep experience, knowledge of the West Virginia legal environment and familiarity
with policymakers at the state and national level, combined with his history of servant leadership
in our community, placed him above the other candidates in a competitive national search,”
Smith said. “As a first-generation college student himself, he also has a sincere passion for
higher education and the impact it can have on a person’s life. I look forward to him joining our
team.”
Currently, Stroud is an assistant vice president at Encova Insurance, where he has been an
attorney since 2013. In that role, he manages outside counsel in 28 states related to litigation,
contracts, administrative regulatory matters and insurance coverage issues. He also provides
legal support for the company’s human resources team and advises on legislative and
government relations matters. Prior to joining Encova, he was a member at Steptoe & Johnson
PLLC in Charleston and Columbus, Ohio, from 1998-2013.
One of only two College of Workers’ Compensation Lawyers in West Virginia, he also has
served for nearly a decade as an adjunct faculty member in Marshall’s College of Engineering
and Computer Sciences, teaching an upper-division workers’ compensation course.
Stroud succeeds Marshall’s long-time chief legal officer Layton Cottrill, who will retire at the
end of June, after 33 years of service to the university.
Stroud said, “Marshall University holds a special place in my heart and the opportunity to serve
my alma mater in this capacity and work with President Smith is a dream come true. I want to
thank President Smith for his trust in me and look forward to being a part of his leadership team
as we work toward implementing his vision for Marshall. I have some big shoes to fill with the
retirement of Layton Cottrill and thank him for his leadership and service to Marshall University
for the past 33 years.”
Stroud has served on Marshall’s Board of Governors since 2018 and will resign from the board
to accept the general counsel role.

Board of Governors Chairman Patrick Farrell congratulated Stroud, saying he will be missed on
the board.
Farrell said, “The Board of Governors has been extremely fortunate to have Toney’s service for
the past four years. While his leadership on the board will be hard to replace, I’m thrilled the
university will now get the full-time benefit of his counsel. He understands the opportunities that
lie ahead for Marshall and is the perfect choice for this important role.”
Stroud is actively involved in the community, including currently serving as chairman of the
board of the Huntington Regional Chamber of Commerce, secretary of the Education Alliance
and chairman of the advisory board of Marshall’s College of Engineering and Computer
Sciences.
Additionally, he serves on the boards of the Huntington Area Development Council (HADCO),
Huntington Tri-State Airport, Leadership West Virginia, the Clay Center for the Arts & Sciences
of West Virginia, St. Mary’s Medical Center Foundation and River Cities United Way.
The West Virginia Supreme Court appointed Stroud to serve on the Intermediate Court of
Appeals Advisory Council and he was selected for the FBI Citizen’s Academy Class of 2022. He
is a graduate of Leadership Charleston, Leadership Columbus and Leadership West Virginia, and
received Marshall’s Alumni Award of Distinction in 2016.
Stroud earned his law degree from the West Virginia University College of Law and a bachelor’s
degree in business administration from Marshall.
He is an avid runner, having completed more than 30 marathons. He and his wife, Cassie, and
their two daughters live in Ona.

Thrift Store opens for flood relief
MAY 25, 2022
Marshall University offered flood relief to Huntington
residents affected by recent high water May 23.
The Marshall Thrift Store opened its doors Monday evening
to anyone affected by flooding in the area on May 6.
Everything was free.
Marshall University’s Sustainability Manager, Amy
Parsons-White, said the effort was all about helping the

#MarshallUFamily, which includes the surrounding community.
“Though our store is typically open only to students, we are a part of the greater Huntington
family, as well,” said Parsons-White. “So many have gone through such a catastrophic event, it
is only right that we reach out to those who have suffered loss.”
The thrift store officially opened in September 2021 and helps alleviate student needs by
providing access to items at a reduced cost throughout the semester. Green Move Out events,
which are donation drives sponsored by Housing and Residence Life at the end of each semester,
help reduce the waste haul at move-out by as much as 50 percent.
————
Photo: Shoppers examine the items made available by the Marshall Thrift Store May 23 to
people affected by the Huntington flooding earlier this month.

Please pass along to anyone you know who may be interested.

Volleyball Little Herd Camp to start June 6
MAY 25, 2022
Head Coach Ari Aganus will be hosting a Little Herd Camp for boys and girls ages 8-12. The
camp will run from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Monday through Friday, June 6-10. Each day is $30, and
you have the option of choosing one to all five days. Lunch will not be provided, but a camp Tshirt will be given out. Campers will learn the fundamentals of volleyball including passing,
setting, hitting, and serving while most importantly playing lots of games and having fun.

Marshall researchers awarded DOD grant to study
Alzheimer’s disease
MAY 25, 2022
Researchers at the Marshall University Joan C.
Edwards School of Medicine received a $1.3
million grant from the U.S. Army Medical
Research and Development Command, Department
of Defense (DOD), to study the role of obesity and
oxidative stress in Alzheimer’s disease.
Led by Co-Principal Investigators Thomas Nelson,
Ph.D., professor of neuroscience; Komal Sodhi, M.D., associate professor of surgery; and Joseph
Shapiro, M.D., vice president and dean of the School of Medicine and professor of medicine, the
study represents a multi-disciplinary approach to the research. It will build on Nelson’s previous
research on inflammation in Alzheimer’s disease and Sodhi and Shapiro’s previous research on
oxidative stress in obesity.
Obesity is one of the four most important predictive factors for Alzheimer’s disease. Alzheimer’s
is the most common cause of dementia, and according to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, it is projected that 14 million Americans will suffer from Alzheimer’s disease by
2060. Obesity among active duty service members increased 73% between 2011 and 2015.
Veterans also have disproportionately higher risk due to factors such as traumatic brain injury
and PTSD, a key predictor of obesity.
This three-year grant was the only Research Partnership Award in the DOD’s Peer-Reviewed
Alzheimer’s Research Program for fiscal year 2021 and is the first DOD grant awarded to the
Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine since 2010.
In addition to the DOD award, Nelson previously received a National Institutes of Health (NIH)
R01 grant to study apolipoproteins in Alzheimer’s disease. Sodhi received a NIH R15 grant to
study the role of adipocyte on uremic cardiomyopathy and also received a Bench-to-Bedside and
Back award from the NIH Office of Research on Women’s Health to study kidney disease
associated with dementia in women. Additional funding from the Maier Foundation, BrickStreet
Foundation and Huntington Foundation has also contributed to the development of this valuable
project.
To learn more about research at the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine,
visit jcesom.marshall.edu/research. For news and information about the Joan C. Edwards
School of Medicine, follow us on Twitter @MUSOMWV, like us on Facebook or
visit jcesom.marshall.edu.

Faculty Achievement: Dr. Sasha Zill
MAY 25, 2022
Dr. Sasha Zill, professor of biomedical sciences in the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine,
presented a poster at the American Association for Anatomy meeting (at Experimental Biology)
in April titled “Decline of gross anatomy in medical education. I. Independent learning and need
for assessment of effects of curricular change on medical practice.” This presentation discusses
recent changes in medical school curricula that have decreased time studying the basic sciences
and increased reliance on independent learning. The work has been published
(https://faseb.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1096/fasebj.2022.36.S1.R3644) and the poster
can be viewed at https://zillanatomy.com/Zill_Anatomy_poster_2022.htm.

Society of Yeager Scholars announces 36th class of scholars
MAY 25, 2022
Ten students have been selected for the 36th class of Yeager
Scholars at Marshall University.
These students, from four states, represent a diverse group of
academically talented scholars and driven young leaders. As
Yeager Scholars, they join a storied program that has
supported 35 cohorts of Marshall University students since
1987. These students receive a full scholarship for tuition and
fees, room and board, international study, a laptop and a
personal stipend. Yeager Scholars enroll in rigorous seminars as members of the university’s
Honors College and are expected to maintain a 3.5 cumulative gpa in their coursework.
Additionally, they partake in programming designed to encourage leadership, personal, and
professional enrichment during their time at Marshall.
Dr. Brian Hoey, interim dean of the Honors College, welcomes this class to Marshall University.

“This incoming cohort of Yeager Scholars illustrate our mission of inclusive excellence as a
college,” Hoey said. “Their varied accomplishments in multiple domains—from academics to
significant contributions to the welfare of communities of which they are a part—are impressive
before they even begin the program as scholars in the Honors College this fall.
“We are grateful for the opportunity to work with this diverse group to achieve the fullest
expression of their potential to be socially conscious, responsible leaders and lifelong learners
who continually aspire to the acquisition and application of knowledge for a greater good.”
The students selected for the 36th class of Yeager Scholars are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Asha Bora, Hurricane High School, Hurricane, West Virginia
Isaac Campbell, Paul G. Blazer High School, Ashland, Kentucky
Erik Cochrane, Man High School, Man, West Virginia
Kyleigh Hoey, Huntington High School, Huntington, West Virginia
Tyler Marcum, Cabell Midland High School, Ona, West Virginia
Ryann Province, Parkersburg High School, Parkersburg, West Virginia
Will Raines, St. Albans High School, St. Albans, West Virginia
Alexus Steele, Fairland High School, Proctorville, Ohio
Bella Thompson, South Iredell High School, Statesville, North Carolina
Connor Waller, St. Joseph Central High School, Ironton, Ohio

The average ACT score among these students is 31, with an average SAT of 1400, and a 4.4
grade point average. The students were selected in February after a rigorous process that
included multiple interviews, an intensive seminar, and a weekend on Marshall’s Huntington
campus.
The class is named for Don and Doris Ferguson, Huntington natives, Marshall alumni and ardent
supporters of the Society of Yeager Scholars.
Don Ferguson graduated from Huntington High School, where he was vice president of the
student body and commencement honorarium speaker. He is a two-time graduate of Marshall
University, earning both an undergraduate degree and an M.B.A. from Marshall. While at
Marshall, he was president of Sigma Alpha Epsilon and is a founding member of the national
fraternity. He served on the board of the Marshall Alumni Association and as its president. He
was a member of the board of the Society of Yeager Scholars for nine years and served as its
president 2014-2015.
Doris Ferguson graduated from Huntington East High School and received her undergraduate
degree from Marshall, where she was a member of Sigma Kappa. She passed away in 2017 in
Greenville, South Carolina, where Don Ferguson continues to reside.
The Don and Doris Ferguson Class of 2026:
•

Asha Bora currently serves as the Hurricane High School student body president, vice
president of Mu Alpha Theta and National Art Honor Society, and parliamentarian of the

•

•

•

•

•

•

National Honor Society, as well as team captain of the girls’ cross country and track
teams. She is also a member of the Youth Leadership Association, Leo Club, National
English Honor Society, and Science National Honor Society. In her free time, she says
she enjoys reading, spending time with her dog, Zuzu, and volunteering at local events.
At Marshall, she plans on majoring in biology with a minor in statistics and has signed to
run for the Marshall University cross country and track teams.
Isaac Campbell serves as captain of the golf team, a student council representative, a
member of the National Honor Society, Science National Honor Society and Samsung
Solve for Tomorrow team at Paul G. Blazer High School. In his free time, he says he
enjoys volunteering with various organizations, playing golf, and spending time with
friends and family. At Marshall, he is interested in studying biology and political science.
Erik Cochrane will graduate as valedictorian this spring from Man High School, where he
serves as the president of his class and is a member of various extracurricular clubs, such
as BETA Club, National Honor Society, National Technical Honor Society and Student
Council. He is very active in his church, Claypool United Methodist Church, where he
plays the piano, sings in the choir and other singing groups, and serves on administrative
committees. In his spare time, he says he enjoys playing various musical instruments,
studying and spending time with his friends. At Marshall, he is interested in studying
biochemistry, psychology and accounting.
Kyleigh Hoey is graduating from Huntington High School, where she is ranked fifth in
the senior class. She has been a part of many programs in and outside of her high school,
such as the honors program, National Honor Society, Science Olympiad, 4-H Teen
Leaders, Mu Alpha Theta, Spanish Honorary, Science Honorary and Art Honorary. She
has also been invited to do research at Greenbank Observatory. She completed her senior
capstone project, 300 Lives, this past April. She and her partner organized a Save a Life
Day with a goal of distributing 300 doses of Narcan, the overdose reversal drug, in one
weekend. Outside of school her interests include art, hiking, camping and cooking. In the
fall, she will major in biology.
Tyler Marcum will graduate first in his class from Cabell Midland High School this
spring. He plans to major in biomechanics with an emphasis in pre-med. He is one of
nine students in West Virginia this year to be named as a semifinalist for the prestigious
U.S. Presidential Scholars program. He is also an avid scuba diver and has helped to
restore coral reefs along the Florida Keys through his work with the Coral Reef
Restoration Foundation.
Ryann Province serves as president of thespian troupe #264 and captain of the
Parkersburg High School debate team, of which she is a varsity member. On her days off
from theatre rehearsals and debate tournaments, she is likely writing her next album or
story. She is interested in studying film and creative writing at Marshall.
Will Raines will graduate as valedictorian this spring from St. Albans High School,
where he serves as student body president, president of the Keystone Chapter of the
National Honor Society, and president of the Interact Club. He was also captain on the
soccer, swim and lacrosse teams. In his spare time, he says he enjoys the outdoors,
playing sports, video games and weightlifting. Will has spent two summers working fulltime as an environmental technician for an environmental consulting firm. Due to work
experience and learned interests, at Marshall he plans to study civil engineering, business

•

and political science. Furthermore, he will proudly be a fourth-generation Marshall
student.
Alexus Steele will graduate this spring from Fairland High School, where she serves as
the president and founder of Junior State of America, president of the Math Club and
prom committee, vice president of the environmental club, and a member of several
other clubs such as the Beta Club and Spanish Club. Alexus also serves as captain of the
cheer, track, and soccer teams, and is a member of the powerlifting and futsal teams. In
her spare time, she models at Barbie’s Formals in Milton, West Virginia; tumbles at
Tumble World; and volunteers within her community. At Marshall, Alexus is interested
in studying political science, constitutional law, and forensics.
Bella Thompson graduated from South Iredell High School in Statesville, North Carolina,
a semester early to play volleyball at Marshall. She was in National Honor Society, Beta
Club, and the National English Honor Society. She was a captain of the Carolina Union
Volleyball Club national level premier team for three years and served on the club’s
leadership council, spearheading the community service initiative. In her spare time, she
likes to read, paddle board, and spend time with her dog, Earl. At Marshall, she plans to
pursue a degree in cybersecurity and forensics.
Connor Waller will graduate this spring from St. Joseph Central High School in Ironton,
Ohio, where he serves as the two-year student body president, president of the Mu Alpha
Theta mathematics honor society, vice president of the National Honor Society, student
director of the mathematics tutoring department and captain of the varsity quiz bowl
team, as well as a member of the golf team and mock trial team. He has participated in
the Lawrence County, Ohio, Civic Scholars Fellowship Program for two years, which has
allowed him to become a leader in the community. He worked diligently this year to have
a week dedicated to a local World War II Prisoner of War who had passed away and to
organize a county-wide project to collect letters and cards for first responders and
military personnel. He also worked with the American Red Cross to organize two blood
drives at his school, which resulted in the collection of nearly 70 units of blood. In his
spare time, Connor enjoys reading books in the subjects of politics and history, walking
his dog and volunteering with various organizations. At Marshall, he is interested in
studying political science.

•

•

For more information visit www.marshall.edu/yeager or contact Interim Assistant Dean and
Coordinator of the Society of Yeager Scholars Cara Bailey at bailey160@marshall.edu
———
Photos of each member of the class may be viewed at https://muphotos.marshall.edu/YeagerScholars-Class-of-2026/.

Stevens to serve in Office of National Scholarships
MAY 25, 2022
The Marshall University Honors College has announced the
addition of Kasey Stevens to their staff. She will oversee the
Office of National Scholarships, helping members of the Marshall
family navigate and ultimately win highly competitive national
scholarships. The Office of National Scholarships helps all
students find nationally competitive scholarship programs that are
a good fit with them and their professional goals, such as the
Fulbright, Boren and Gates Cambridge scholarships.
Stevens is a 2017 Marshall graduate from the School of Journalism and Mass Communications
and was formerly with the Marshall University Alumni Association. She can be reached
at Kasey.Stevens@marshall.edu.

New program helps meet dental care needs for individuals in
recovery
MAY 25, 2022
A new outreach program at the Joan C. Edwards School of
Medicine provides dental care and oral health education to
individuals in recovery. Recovery with a Smile works with
local recovery centers to provide much-needed oral health
services. This project builds on the previous work of the
school’s community oral health team focused on substance
use disorder, stigma and access to care.
Individuals with a substance use disorder have higher rates
of dental disease and lower access to dental care.
Substance use directly impacts the oral cavity, and oral health can influence factors central to
recovery and overall quality of life. Likewise, dental pain and infection can heighten factors
contributing to addiction and increase the use of emergency rooms for oral health problems.
The Departments of Family and Community Health and Dentistry, Oral and Maxillofacial
Surgery are piloting Recovery with a Smile in partnership with long-term, residential recovery

programs in Huntington thanks to grants from the Pallottine Foundation of Huntington and State
Opioid Response with a matching grant from the Highmark West Virginia Foundation.
“This project aligns perfectly with the overall mission of the School of Medicine and provides
our residents with real-world experience treating members of our community who are working to
recover from a substance use disorder,” said Project Director Raj K. Khanna, D.M.D., M.D.,
professor and chair of dentistry, oral and maxillofacial surgery at the School of Medicine and an
oral and maxillofacial surgeon at Marshall Health. “I am thrilled that our team gets to be a part of
recovery efforts in our community.”
The two-year pilot program integrates comprehensive oral health into an existing substance use
disorder treatment program to address oral cavity damage. The team, composed of public health
dental hygienists, dentists and dental residents, provides a combination of onsite direct dental
services, treatment plans and oral health education, and helps patients establish with a
community dentist for ongoing comprehensive dental services.
“Self-esteem, confidence, employability and proper nutrition are all an important part of the
recovery process, and good oral health plays heavily into all of those factors,” said Bobbi Jo
Muto, R.D.H., M.P.H., oral health program coordinator for the Joan C. Edwards School of
Medicine. “The confidence that a healthy smile can bring is another catalyst for long-term
recovery.”
The community oral health team has been providing projects, support, technical assistance and
programing aimed at improving oral health, overall health and well-being for 13 years. For news
and information about the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, follow us on
Twitter @MUSOMWV, like us on Facebook or visit jcesom.marshall.edu.
———
Photo: Dental team members working with Recovery with a Smile are, from left to right, Bobbi
Muto, Amy Leedy, Wendy Mosteller, Janna Thornsbury, Barb Thaxton and Dr. Paul Spradlin.

Gerlach, McClung named to new roles at Marshall Health
MAY 25, 2022
Marshall Health has named Jarrett D. Gerlach, Esq. (left), and
Carrie E. McClung, M.B.A., to new leadership roles within the
organization.
Gerlach will serve as the department administrator for oncology,
surgery and urology for Marshall Health and the Marshall
University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine. He joined
Marshall Health in 2015 as an operations analyst for the
orthopaedic surgery and pediatrics departments before being
named department administrator for pediatrics in 2017. Prior to his work in health care
administration, Gerlach practiced law at Dinsmore & Shohl LLP and Huddleston Bolen LLP in
Huntington. He is a two-time Marshall University graduate, with a bachelor’s degree in political
science and a master’s degree in health care administration. He earned his Juris Doctor degree
from the West Virginia University College of Law and is a member of the West Virginia and
Kentucky bar associations.
McClung will serve as the department administrator for Marshall Dentistry & Oral Surgery, with
five general dentists, one oral and maxillofacial surgeon, three hygienists and three dental
residents. She joined Marshall Health in 2011, during which time she has worked as a medical
receptionist, provider enrollment coordinator and business analyst, giving her a broad range of
perspectives and expertise throughout the organization. McClung has a bachelor’s degree in
finance and a Master of Business Administration, both from Marshall University.
Department administrators oversee the day-to-day operations, administrative and human
resources functions of Marshall Health’s 16 clinical departments.

Coronavirus Statistics:
New Cases Since May 11, 2022
Students: 1
Faculty: 0
Staff*: 3
* Includes auxiliary employees (Sodexo, Aetna, Rec Center, etc.)
All testing is being done in partnership with Marshall Health, Cabell Huntington Hospital, Pleasant
Valley Hospital, QLabs Inc. and MedExpress Urgent Care.
The most recent information is always available at www.marshall.edu/coronavirus/dashboard.

The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed June 1, 2022. Please send items for
consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Tuesday, May 31, 2022.

To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link:
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/May-25-2022.
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